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Saturday 12th December  

7.00 for 7.30 
Orders on the pink form to Den  

before 30th November 
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We need you there ! 
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Polished please ! 

by the 25th November 
 

We need your trophies back to be engraved for 
presentation at the GP14 Dinner 

Please return to Ian Wall 
 at Quiz Nights on Thursdays 
or Telephone 01202 600289 

e-mail   ian@iws.uk.com 

GP14  ANNUAL  DINNER    -   Sat 12th December 2009 
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£19.00 
Per person 



Bell Chimes November  2009 - Page  2 

When the first GP Euro Cup was held in Carnac 
in 2002, Poole was represented by David & Bar-
bara Brann and Tony Moore with Sue and myself 
alternating the crewing. So when it was an-
nounced that the 2nd Euro Cup was again to be 
hosted by the Yacht Club de Carnac, Sue and I 
were keen to return to the scene of our triumph, 
as we had, with a little help from Tony, won the 
Silver fleet.  
All we needed was a suitable top class helm to 
supply the boat. Sadly the best we could manage 
was Andy Welch, still at least the social side 
would be fun. Ian Wall was also persuaded that 
the trip would be worthwhile, although the pros-
pect of a week spent under canvas didn’t seem to 
appeal to Lyn. A compromise in the form of a 
static caravan, and the agreement of daughter 
Rachel to crew, saw the second PYC entry con-
firmed and ferries were booked. 
 
The campsite in the centre of Carnac is ideal as it 
is within walking distance of the yacht club, not to 
mention the many restaurants which is another 
great reason to visit this lively seaside town. 
(Guy particularly recommends the Creperie St 
George.)  

 
A disappointing entry of only 13 boats came 
about when 7 boats pulled out in the week before 
the event. This was particularly galling for Ian Sin-
clair who has worked tirelessly for many years 
organising great events. The up side was that 
there were no prima donna superstars around to 
spoil the party and everyone genuinely felt they 
were in with a shout at the title, especially as the 
practice race was convincingly won by two 15 
year old girls.  

A very civilised start time of 2.00pm meant the 
morning could be spent getting rid of last nights 
hangover or shopping if you were a woman OW! 
(that was Sue expressing her disagreement).  
 
The yacht club organisation was superb with spot 
on mark laying and turn round times of about 5 
mins. Ashore, free drinks and home made cakes 
were interspersed with barbeques in a friendly 
relaxed (alcoholic) atmosphere. By Tuesday it 
was time to split the fleets. Egos were dented by 
Ian Sinclair’s choice of just Silver and Bronze. By 
now I had been sacked from “Moby” after Andy 
refused to accept my obviously superior tactics, 
resulting in 7th which would have been an almost 
certainly definitely possible, 6th, maybe.  However 
both boats managed to scrape into the Bronze 
fleet. (1st Bronze sounds better than 6th overall. 
(doesn’t it ??)  
 
In an effort to keep some sort of control on the 
wine budget we decided to eat at Chez Wall one 
evening. Andy volunteered to do a barby and 
managed to get most of the meat on the barby 
before he discovered Lyn’s.... I mean Ian’s, bottle 
of gin.  However, a couple of withering looks from 
Ann soon had some food on the table and only 
one person was ill next day so the evening was 
deemed a success.  
 
With Rachel indisposed I got to sail with Ian. 
There was definitely a bit of a needle match in the 
offing between me and Sue, despite several at-
tempts to capsize, Andy & Sue got the upper 
hand in the first race but Ian and I were well in 
control in the second when an incident between 
us and another boat saw us having to unfurl the 
red flag and resulted in an 11th place. A chat back 
at the club revealed he’d been laying 2nd o/a but 
being OCS in race one and the incident with us 
was the last straw. However, as Ian pointed out, 
the correct response to the hail “Room at the 
mark please” is not  “ **** off” . He did the gentle-
manly thing and retired, but it stuffed our race as 
we had to re-round the mark. Much discussion 
ensued as to whether we would have been justi-
fied (got away with) in just carrying on.  
 
Wednesday was a lay day with a “Fraternite de 
Voile” race in the afternoon, where the crews 
were French sailors from the club.  

GP14 Euro Cup - Carnac France 
By Barry Southam 
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Most of these were multi hull sailors who were 
some what bemused by the speed, or lack of, of 
the GP. Much calling of “Pret about” “Allez” enli-
vened things. Andy sailed with the wonderfully 
named Maximillian de Billie.  Later it transpired that 
his family owned the Champagne House “Pol 
Roger”.  He didn’t give Andy any. 

The final day saw both Ian and Andy studying the 
results to see who they had to beat. This proved to 
be a futile exercise in both cases, with them finish-
ing: Andy 2nd Bronze and Ian 3rd.  
 
The Bronze fleet was won by the two 15 year old 
girls.  The event was won by someone from up 
north somewhere, look on the GP web site if you’re 
interested. The prize giving was great fun with Ian 
Sinclair thanking everyone at the club at least three 
times in both English and North. While the club, not 
to be outdone, thanked everyone four times and 
invited the GP Association to return anytime. 
Prize winners were presented with a dozen tins of 
sardines each (no, really!)  
 
Overall it was an absolutely brilliant week which we 
all will be only too pleased to repeat next time. Why 
not make sure you’re there next time? Who knows 
you might even become European Champion.  
�
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The Piplers of Poole GP14 Round the Islands Team Races 
Saturday 8 August 2009  -  Report by David Bracey  -  Pictures by Mike Millard   
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The Piplers of Poole GP14 Open Meeting 
Sunday 9 August 2009  -   Report by David Bracey  -  Pictures by Mike Millard  
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Also, we need your input 
contact Den if you have any 
ideas. 
 01202 602038 

 

den.valentine@btinternet.com 

 It will have been apparent that “Hoath Rob-
inson “ has been absent from its familiar role 
this season ie., propping up the back 
of the GP fleet. So what has Hoath 
been doing? Well not much sailing 
Our open weekend was my GP14 
highlight---the one weekend when 
both helm and my crew, Jeff Russell, 
were able to sail without various other 
commitments getting in the way. The 
Round the Islands race started well 
for us. A lucky line position plus a 
fluky wind saw us in 10th place at the Castle. 
Too good to last! My traveller parted com-
pany from the transom---once retied I was 
then in a more familiar place. The afternoon 
was incident free but with a similar race re-
sult. Nonetheless a very pleasant days sailing. 

Sunday and the great divide - racers and 
cruisers. I lent my boat to the Seahorse cruis-
ers ,six in all, and with Sue Cook crewing, we 
escorted them to our first landfall, Arne, in 
my converted GP launch. We then had a 
pleasant short walk to the viewpoint to ob-
serve the deer, the drifting racers and the 
magnificent vista of Poole Harbour. As the 
wind remained light, it was decided to sail 
towards Rockley and then return to PYC for 

lunch. Most of the cruisers then packed up 
their boats. “Hoath Robinson” however was 
still rigged and afloat so Sue and I had a very 
pleasant sail around Brownsea Island. Rather 
a long sail as it turned out as we had a falling 

tide and nearly no wind at all. Ap-
proaching the Haven I was glad I had 
a paddle. Two boats now to put 
away, a long day but a most enjoy-
able weekend enjoyed I am sure by 
one and all. 
Not much other sailing, a few days 
cruising in a Peter Duck and very 
recently a sail in Jersey on a friends 
very fast open deck catamaran. The 

same friend invited me to deliver a yacht to 
the Channel Islands. This I did, but that’s an-
other story! I will perhaps relate “The Dulcie 
Sage at a later date. 
Well that’s all, good sailing now if you are 
still going afloat and looking forward to get-
ting my boat in the water more often next 
year. 
  
Philip Hoath  GP14  Hoath Robinson 

HOATH’S   HOGWASH 
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