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As you probably know we have agreed to host 
the 2005 GP14 Nationals at Poole. 
The association have agreed to depart from 
their normally rigid guidelines in order to 
make the running of the event simpler and 
more user friendly. The event will be of a 
weeks duration but the racing will take place 
in the top triangle, not out in the bay as they 
would normally demand. We have set a limit 
of 120 boats to include racers and cruisers in 
whatever proportions we receive. Due to the 
physical restrictions of the race area it has 
been decided that we will use a flight system 
over the first three days to determine Gold, 
Silver and Bronze fleets for the final two days. 
This will mean the fleet is split into several 
smaller groups who will race in a round robin 
series over the first three days so that every 
one should have raced everyone else by the 
end of it. The results will then be computed to 
produce the Gold, Silver & Bronze fleets who 
will then have their own starts in the final two 
days. This will make the event more interest-
ing for the Silver and Bronze sailors, as they 

will have to win their own races to do well, rather than 
finish say, 23rd in one big fleet. It will also have the ad-
vantage of allowing the Gold sailors to fight it out with-
out the back markers getting in the way. 
As you will appreciate this will require a lot of hard work 
from a great many volunteers. We are of course lucky, in 
having a superb and highly experienced race officer in 
Laurie Thornton-Grimes. However there is much to be 
done both  beforehand and during the week. 
Ian Sinclair and Ivan Washington from the association 
have recently visited the club and supplied us with a de-
tailed list of requirements, on which we have already 
made a start. 
It is vital to the success of this event that every one puts 
in some effort over coming months and I hope the whole 
fleet will be involved during the week of the event. We 
would hope that most of you will enter but if you do not 
wish to, then please offer your services either on the wa-
ter or ashore in some way. This will be the best opportu-
nity you will ever have to compete in the Nationals in 
one of the best classes in the country, so please book a 
weeks holiday for  
  7th - 12th August 2005  and help us 
show why the sailing in Poole is the best in the country. 
We will be knocking on your door soon. 
Barry Southam. 
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Saturday 4th December 7.30 p.m. 
 

Menu & Details enclosed 
Orders to Martin before 26th November 
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Round the Islands Team Race 
Saturday 7th August 

Morning Race 
Brownsea Island to starboard, 
Green Island to starboard. 
As far as I was concerned Mike 
Arrow's boom hitting the Brown-
sea Island landing pier, the pier is 
part of the island, the island is a 
mark of the course, a penalty 
should be taken. This was the 
substance of Poole boats bicker-
ing over minor placings, here’s 
why.  
The morning was misty (you 
could still see the pier though !) 
with light variable winds and the 
routes taken to beat through the 
harbour to Brownsea Castle cov-
ered all those available and before 
Mike took to scaring the holiday 
makers the top teams of B.T.Y.C. 
and Seahorse had established a 
good lead. So much for local 
knowledge. The visitors did how-
ever add interest by following the 
guide R.I.B. through the channels 
leaving close Poole boats the op-
portunity of a direct, brisk close 
spinnaker reach to the finish line. 
All to no avail as Richard Lord 
won for Seahorse A, giving them 
1st and 3rd positions with 
B.T.Y.C. 2nd and 4th.  
 

Afternoon Race 
Brownsea Island to Port. Please 
note, anyone chatting up my wife 
making us late for the starting line 
will in future be penalised, he 
knows who I’m talking about. 
Weaving through the starting fleet 
flying the spinnaker is not a tech-
nique I’d recommend. So, viewed 
from the rear the beat up blood 
alley ( so called because of a 
rather nasty encounter between 
smugglers and the revenue men)  
was enjoyed by all in sunshine 
and a steady F3. This time Mike 
Arrow left the holiday makers 
alone and restored a little pride by 
winning, but without support of 
other Poole boats challenging for 
top places, the stars of Seahorse 

A and B.T.Y.C A from the first 
race were again left to fight over 
the spoils. 
BTYC had a trick up their 
sleeves, by managing a dead heat 
by two of their boats for third 
place, they effectively shared a 
point of their total score to finish 
exactly level with Seahorse. We 
don’t like smart alecs and 
awarded 1st prize to Seahorse A. 
Saturday Evening - Over 70 en-
joyed dinner in Poole Y.C. and 
appreciated Brian Turgoose’s 
kind words on the days events 
and hopes that the ‘Round the 
Islands’ will continue even if next 
years GP14 Nationals at Poole 
interrupts the sequence. More 
would have been written here of 
Brian's eloquence if he had spo-
ken three drinks earlier (mine not 
his !) 
 

GP14 Open Meeting 
Sunday 8th August 

Sunday Morning – Race 1 
Overcast sky, showers and gusty 
winds F4-5 made it difficult for 
all but the leading boats causing 4 
of the 21 starters to capsize and 
retire. Neil Hardie and Nikolai 
Metherell from Frensham Pond 
established an early lead from 
local Poole hope, Matt Burge and 
Jez Nickols and held it with Mike 
Arrow and Ian Aitkin 3rd. 
 Sunday Afternoon – Race 2 
Still overcast but lighter winds, 
now only F2-3 and more suited to 
Matt & Jez and a first place kept 

the game alive. 
Sunday Afternoon – Race 3 

Even lighter winds now but with 
everything resting on this race 
Matt & Jez thought their chances 
were gone when they oversailed a 
repositioned windward mark. Neil 
& Nikolai took their chances and 
led from start to finish but an in-
cident on the start line came back 
to haunt them and went to protest. 
The protest against them was up-
held by the protest committee and 
Matt & Jez who finished second 
were promoted to first with Andy 
& Alison MacGregor (Poole) 2nd 
with Neil Hardie and Nikolai 
Metherell from Frensham Pond  
finishing 3rd. 

Above 
One of the casualties in Race 1 
 
Below 
Celia with Matt and Jez  
at Prizegiving 

GP14 OPEN WEEKEND 
7 / 8 August 2004         by David Bracey 
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Also, we need your input 
contact Den if you have any ideas. 01202 602038 

 

den.valentine@btinternet.com 
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The 2004 social 

calendar got off to  

a good start with the skittles eve-

ning at Flights Refuelling  

in Merley. The event had the com-

bined function of the end of season 

(2003) prize giving and  

a pre season gathering for the 2004 

sailing season. 

With about sixty eager participants 

there was tremendous competition 

for the few prizes on offer. 

 The theme 

 was carried 

 through into the prizes and a few 

were good enough to win an Easter 

Egg. Size wasn't every thing al-

though as normal Matt Burge won 

again !!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Our next big social event was the 

GP 14 Open weekend in August. 

The two day sailing weekend was 

sandwiched by a Regatta Dinner. 

With about seventy people ( 50  

from 

 

and 

and  20  

from 

 

Thanks mainly to the efforts of the 

girls in the kitchen the event went 

off almost without a hitch. In fu-

ture and especially with respect to 

the coming Christmas dinner I 

hope everybody will give me their 

menu choices against their guests 

names. With tremendous personal 

efforts we also ran a raffle with 

tremendous prizes. Ms Wall and 

Ms Hewitt did a wonderful job in 

selling just enough tickets to pay 

for the tremendous prizes. None 

won by PYC people. We had a 

letter of thanks from Seahorse ex-

pressing their thanks for our ef-

forts. Maybe we will see them 

again in two years time after the 

2005 Nationals.  

During the summer we organised 

the annual picnic, although this 

year with a difference, a Treasure 

Hunt. With the destination agreed 

(Shell Bay) the participants had to 

locate a number of buoys given a 

series of cryptic clues. Better 

weather and an earlier start for the 

competitors may have given a 

more challenging event but all that 

took part enjoyed it. Hopefully 

next year with better weather and a 

few more participants we will ac-

tually have hidden treasure 

(tremendous treasure).  See the 

photographs on the web site. Denis 

V "roped" everyone into teams for 

the tug of war. Denis 

V is also the one tak-

ing the photographs to avoid being 

on a team in  the tug of war. 

More importantly our next event is 

the 

 Annual Christmas Dinner. 

 Again this year with a difference, 

we hope to offer a more enjoyable 

evening. So while you can still 

build your latex creations, we have 

organised professional assistance 

for the evenings. Enough said I 

hope that you will enjoy your-

selves. PS the warm pecan nut and 

toffee pie with ice cream is "to die 

for". May contain nuts.  

Please advise your menu choices 

on the correct forms by 26/11/04. 

 

We eagerly await the last annual 

social event of the GP 14 year, the 

2004 BBQ, this year voluntarily 

organised by our class captain and 

his crew Tarus. I still have my 

unbaked potato and sausages in the 

fridge waiting for the date but 

think the Hawaiian shorts are a bit 

out of season now. No pressure 

Andy. 

 

Martin Murphy 

GP 14 Social Calendar 2004  
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Dear Sir,  
I see you chose to ignore my previous cor-respondance on the subject of your quiz team. I was heartened when I learnt that one 

of its number had been sent to Scotland and 
another had fallen foul of that well known downfall of many a good man - marriage. However at the halfway stage, I’m dis-gusted to see that your “Anorak”  team is once again sitting at the top of the table. Furthermore your “B”  team has also taken to flagrant cheating, to avoid its rightful place at the bottom. Last week that shiny headed chap tried to have us believe he ac-tually knew the name of the man who played the zither on the theme tune of “The 

Third Man” . 
Good grief, what sort of a half-wit do you take me for? 
 
Yours in disgust, Col.Reggie Mental Ascot. 

 
Col. Mental I never thought you were a half-wit, I 
always thought of you as a quater-wit at best.  Onmi 
Hedsun (Editor) 
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THE GP FOURTEEN 
CLASS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

at Poole Yacht Club 

2005 
 

7th - 12th August 2005 
 

The main organising team so far : 
Barry Southam, Andy MacGregor, Andy Welch, 

Tony Moore, Philip Hoath, Martin Murphy,  
David Brann, Den Valentine 
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To sail, or not to sail, that 

is the question? Whether 

'tis nobler to endure the 

icy water, to close reach 

and see the spray, flow 

over the deck, or to take 

your boat home, to a 

cold garage, reach for 

the paintbrush, and 

watch the varnish, flow 

over the deck. I have not 

yet decided which option to take. (By the time this 

goes to press my mind will be made up.) For vari-

ous reasons my dinghy sailing has been very lim-

ited this season. A highlight was an invitation to 

helm "Flying Fish 2" for the Round the Islands 

Race, a race with light winds, but very pleasant. 

The R19 fleet also invited me to Join them for their 

cruise week. I had two excellent sails, day trips to 

Swanage and Christchurch where I met ex GP14 

sailor Colin Ching. As I am now also a fully unpaid 

member of the "Nephalia" anti-fouling team, 1 also 

had "big boat" sails to Cherbourg, Alderney and 

the I.o.W.  

A winter dinghy sailing series may be just what is 

needed to redress the balance....we will see!! 

As most of you already know, 2005 will be a busy 

year for the GP14 fleet as we are the host club for 

the Nationals. 1 will be helping to organise the 

programme for the GP14 cruising boats. All ideas, 

support, availability to help, will be welcome. 

 

"Hello, is that you Baldrick? Why yes it is. How 

nice to see you, are you well, fighting fit and rar-

ing to go? You are!  that's splendid. I look for-

ward, as do all your readers, to your latest mas-

terpiece. You're going now? Well take care, and 

be careful with that turnip. On that happy note, I 

will end these ramblings and wish one and all, 
pleasant sailing and good endeavours. 
 
Philip Hoath 
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