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GP Ski Trip 
By Sue Southam 
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Following the example set by 
Phil Hoath last year, as new 
class captain I thought I would 
outline my sailing history. 
My first taste of boating would 

have been in the paddle boats of Poole Park at the 
age of 9 with my brother and cousins-we raced each 
other even then! 
At the age of 11 I joined 3rd Poole Sea Scouts which 
was a great grounding in all things boating; rowing, 
canoeing and sailing. I taught myself in a lug-rigged 
clinker dinghy called Swallow. I used to row upwind 
then hoist the sail for the fun bit downwind until 
someone explained that with the centreplate down I 
could tack upwind and I never looked back! 
A group of us used to sail a RNSA dinghy around the 
harbour every weekend one summer until we cap-
sized off Furzey Island. The boat was very heavy and 
the buoyancy minimal-it sank. We managed to beach 
it on the Island and were taken pity on by the resi-
dents of the house who warmed, dressed and fed us 
and took us back to Poole, - Happy days! 
At the age of 16 I left school to take up a apprentice-
ship at  Lathams Boatyard at Lilliput. After three 
years I had had enough of the sawdust and glue and 
my itchy feet led me to join the navy. Apart from 
sailing on the Ark Royal and Tiger, in my six-year 
career I did quite a lot of sailing in Bosun din-
ghies at Plymouth, Portland and Sutton 
Bingham.(Photo shows me sailing a 
Bosun in Singapore 1973). 
My father bought a Debutante 
cruiser which he enjoyed doing-up 
more than sailing so that was sold 
and replaced with an Enterprise 
which I enjoyed blatting about in 
the harbour. That was again sold and 
replaced with a Mirror which I used to 
car-top on my Mini and had a lot of fun in. 
At the age of 18 I had the opportunity to sail in the 

Sail Training Ship Malcolm Miller for two weeks 
from Liverpool to Weymouth, which was a great ex-
perience. 
On leaving the Navy and joining Dorset Police I lost 
interest in sailing until I saw a small Pedro sailing 
cruiser in the boat auctions. We had 3 or 4 years en-
joyable pottering about the harbour in her when the 
children were young although it sailed dreadfully and 
the smoky Seagull outboard made everyone feel sick. 
This boat went back to the auctions and I did no sail-
ing until I worked with Mark Sweetzer who invited 
me to crew in his GP and encouraged me to join the 
club. (photo of Pedro). 
On joining in 1995 I bought Tintin (then named Lucy 
George!) and 
raced her with 
my son Domi-
nic as crew. 
About two 
years ago I 
bought Moby 
from Tony 
Moore in a 
vain attempt to 
improve my results. 
On my retirement from the Police this summer I in-
tend to buy a cruiser but cannot make up my mind 

what sort of boat to go for. 
My family and I have had boating holi-

days for the last 3 years, escalating 
from the Thames to the West Coun-
try to the Greek Islands. 
I am looking forward to the com-
ing season and wish you all good 
GP sailing. 

 
Andy Welch


Andy Welch - Poole GP14 Class Captain - my C.V. 



FROM PEDALO TO  PROVOST 
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Also, we need your input - contact Den if 
you have any ideas.   01202 602038 

 

den.valentine@btinternet.com 

AGM - December 9th 2003 
 
Your GP14 Committee for this season is :- 
Class Captain  Andy Welch 
Vice Captain  Philip Hoath 
Next Captain  Barry Southam 
Results Sec.   Tony Moore 
Social Sec.   Martin Murphy 
Treasurer   David Bracey. 
 

The minutes are on the notice board 
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Random Rantings?  
What’s all this I hear you say? What’s hap-
pened to “BALDRICKS BANTER?” 
Well like all true artists and creative gen-
iuses Baldrick has hit a low. The batteries 
need to be recharged. Lets face it Goya 
cut off his ear, some other chappie shot 
himself. 
Baldrick is made off sterner stuff. He may 
be down but he will bounce back, Watch 
this space. 

The return of Baldrick is nigh. 

61"���
61"04"@�  THE GP FOURTEEN 
CLASS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
at Poole Yacht Club 

2005 
The date (to be confirmed) 

7th - 12th August 2005 
 

The main organising team so far : 
Barry Southam, Andy MacGregor, Andy Welch, 

Tony Moore, Philip Hoath, Martin Murphy,  
Den Valentine 
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PRIZEGIVING for the 2003 season 


