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Saturday 29th November  7.30 p.m. 
 

Menu & Details enclosed 
Orders to Anne before 21st November 
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We need you there ! 
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Also, we need your input 
contact Den if you have any ideas. 

01202 602038 
 

den.valentine@btinternet.com 
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Dear Sir, 

 
 As a Dayboat sailor of many years standing, I feel it 

may be time to move on to more exciting challenges. After 

careful deliberation I have chosen the GP 14 as a potential 

next step, however I feel the boat may be a little too “ lively “   

and am seeking your reassurance that  it would not be too 

much of a “beast”  for me. My current crew has stated that a 

Dayboat downwind, in a force 3, is almost as good as sex, and 

I am anxious that, should we transfer to a GP, she may be-

come wanton and uncontrollable, as I believe some of your 

existing lady crews are. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

  Tim Idd. 

  Much-Thrashing-In-The-Wood.     Bedfordshire. 

Dear Sir, 
 
  I should like to complain in the strongest possible terms about the courses we’ve been set recently. I under-

stand that our normal course setter had 
been exiled to some god forsaken hole in 
the north of Wales in order to be humili-ated by a bunch of northerners at a so called “World championship”. During this 

period someone of considerably less intel-
lect was allowed to pick courses, appar-
ently at random, often with the first mark 
directly into the wind!!! It is well known 
that sailing boats do not go directly to windward and this resulted in my having 
to tack several times before reaching the 
said mark. I trust we shall soon be revert-
ing to our normal courses, allowing us to 
fetch gently to each mark in the proper manner. 
 
yours sincerely  
                 Vera Bout  “All the Threes”     
  GP 4444                                                       
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Dear Sir, 
 
 I am incensed by the blatant cheating of 

your quiz team. It is patently obvious that the 

team is made up of former winners of Master-

mind, University Challenge and Countdown, 

masquerading as GP sailors. It has not es-

caped my attention that the first two quizzes 

have been both set and won by your own team 

and I feel it only fair to warn you that I have 

written to the Queen, the Prime minister and 

Richard Whitely to expose your shameful be-

haviour. 
 
 yours disgustedly 

   R.U.Dense.   Parkstone. 
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Dear editor, 
 
Are you the Ed Itter I knew at collage?  
        yours sinteredly                                                                
    D. Slecsik.     Hamewerthy. 

Letters to the Editor 
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It all started with a throwaway remark to some 
friends who had been on a sailing holiday the previ-
ous summer.. ."Why don't we go on holiday to-
gether?" "Go on then, you arrange it".... 

All the arrangements finally came to-
gether in the last week of August 
My wife Ann, 16 year old 
daughter Kirsty, her 
friend Kelly and Kelly's 
parents, Martin and An-
gie and I flew out from 
Heathrow by British Air-
ways to the new airport at 
Athens and then by bus to Alimos 
Marina where our home for the next week, a brand-
new Beneteau 393 Clipper was waiting for us. After 
stocking up with a few supplies we set off into the 
Saronic Gulf and headed for the nearest island, Ae-
gina. We had to avoid the Olympic sailing area which 
was cordoned off by Coastguard boats but after sail-
ing along the coast giving good views of the city we 
were soon heading in the right direction in a warm 
force 2-3 wind, blue skies, clear water and even a 
pair of dolphins for company. 

After stopping to anchor in a 
small bay for a swim and the 
girls to have a scoot round in 
the inflatable we arrived at 
Aegina Town . It has a new 
marina outside of the old 
harbour which I thought 
would be easier to berth in 
however our attempts ended 
in catching a rope from an-
other boat round our prop 
which meant I had to go 
swimming to cut us free. In 
the course of doing so I discovered the boat had a 
rope cutter fitted which had neatly sliced my finger 
open. Once free we managed to tie up alongside. 
Then the owner of the boat whose rope we had cut 
turned up and demanded we re-instate his mooring 
rope so Martin had to practice his deep-diving tech-
nique to retrieve the cut end which we joined to one 
of our boat's mooring ropes which we had to donate. 
After a good meal ashore in a waterfront taverna we 
returned to the boat for the night. The cabins became 
like ovens at night so some of us slept on deck under 
the stars. 

Leaving harbour the following morning was without 
mishap and we continued our cruise under sail, then, 

when the wind dropped, under engine. We found a 
quiet sheltered spot near the village of Methana for 
lunch and a swim to cool off. Dodging the jelly fish 
added an edge to the experience. Then onwards under 
engine to "Poros where we had to berth stem-to under 

the gaze of the crew of a large gin-palace. I 
was more than a little anxious of 

repeating the previous eve-
nings antics but this one 
went flawlessly to large 
sighs of relief and grins 
from the crew. We 
topped up with water 

here. We seemed to get 
through it very quickly with all 

these women having all these showers.. 
.We then sat under the bimini with our cold drinks 
watching other boats making a hash of berthing stern-
to. We even felt sufficiently expert to offer advice! 
The evening was spent in another waterside taverna 
watching all the boats in the busy harbour while we 
ate seafood and Greek salads. 
The next day we set off again towards the island of 
Hydra. After another midday stopover in a sheltered 
bay we arrived at the extremely small and extremely 

busy harbour of Hydra 
Town. Dodging hydro-
foils and large ferries we 
entered the harbour to 
find it was chock-a-block 
so we anchored for the 
night in Mandraki Bay 
about a mile away and 
took the water taxi back 
to town for another eve-
ning of seafood feasting 
and beer drinking. Back at 
the anchorage our hopes 

for a quiet night were dashed by a disco ashore which 
pumped out every record ever made -with hourly 
fireworks- until 0430hrs. After two hours sleep the 
boat was suddenly invaded by flies which precipi-
tated a very early departure and the start of our return 
to Athens. We motored back to Methana and into the 
small harbour which stank of rotten eggs due to the 
sulphurous mud thereabouts which people pay good 
money to bathe in. The water we filled the tank with 
tasted fresh enough, luckily. Our next night was spent 
in a small sheltered harbour on the island of Angistri, 
which we had to ourselves but for a handful of fish-
ing boats. Yet another seafood taverna overlooking 
the sea and the lights of Aegina then back to the boat 

THE WELCHES GO BAREBOAT SAILING IN THE MED 
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for a good sleep but no.. .Greek music until 0630 but at 
least no fireworks! 

Our final passage took us back to Alimos Marina 
through the busy shipping lanes into and out of Piraeus. 
We had a night out in the old part of Athens known as 
the Plaka where we had the most expensive meal of the 
trip and had a wander through the hundreds of souvenir 
shops. 

The following day we handed back the boat and 
spent the day on the beach before catching the 
flight back to Heathrow and home. 
I would thoroughly recommend this holiday; it was not 
particularly expensive, about 500 pounds a person and 
the only qualification required is an International Cer-
tificate of Competence. 
 
Andy Welch 
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The Archaeopteryx Cup
Monday Spring Series

White
Knuckles

Mike Arrow
Ian Aitken

The Bournemouth
Pier Race

Gateau
Passion

Mike &
Margaret
Williams

Joint Venture Trophy
Monday Summer Series Cheers ll

Mike Riley
Mark Taylor
Andy Barnsley

The Chanterelle Trophy
The Bar Buoy Race Not sailed

The Redstone Trophy
Monday Late Summer Series Calypso Tony Moore

 Richard Lane The Wareham Race Nautilus David &
Barbara Brann

Keith Wells Cup
Thursday Spring Series

White
Knuckles

Mike Arrow
Andy Renton

The Silver Pot
Monday Silver Fleet Winner

To be decided

Jack's Summer Cup
Thursday Summer Series

The Big
Floater

Matt Burge
Andy Burge

The Broadstone Bowl
Thursday Silver Fleet Winner To be decided

Oyster Trophy
Thursday Late Summer Series

White
Knuckles

Mike Arrow
Ian Aitken

The Ching Chalice
Monday Bronze Fleet Winner To be decided

The Autumn Shield
Sunday Autumn Series

Gateau
Passion

Mike &
Margaret Williams

The Voodini Trophy
Thursday Bronze Fleet Winner

To be decided

The Winter Sheild
Sunday Winter Series To be decided Jaine Cup

Best Gold Fleet Runner Up To be decided

The Salterns Chandlery
Studland Shield

Super
Chuck

Den Valentine
Martin Trim

GP14 Trophy
Overall Gold Fleet Winner

White
Knuckles

Mike Arrow
Ian Aitken

The Nautilus Trophy
The Swanage Race

Flying
Fish ll

David & Celia
Bracey

Valentine Trophy
Most improved Team

To be decided

The Bob Hoare
Round the Islands Cup

Gateau
Passion

Mike &
Margaret Williams Milborne Mug To be decided
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