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Sunday 30th March
From 11.30 a.m.

Numbers to PHILIP Please 01202 696847
·  New sails - Lucky You

Bring them along to be measured
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Also, we need your input 
contact Den if you have any ideas. 

01202 602038 
 

den.valentine@btinternet.com 
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AGM - November 6th 2002 
 
Your GP14 Committee for this season is :- 
Class Captain  Philip Hoath 
Vice Captain  David Bracey 
Next Captain  Andy Welch 
Results Sec.   Tony Moore 
Social Sec.   Anne Short 
Treasurer   David Bracey. 
 
The minutes are on the notice board but please 

do not remove them 
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FROM SHIP TO SHORE 
 by DAVID THOMPSON 

 

Where exactly did those familiar phrases 
come from?? 

 

Common phrases in every day use have a 
theme, the sea.  These few familiar sayings 
all come from a nautical background 
 

Nippers – Dates back to the days of 
sail when the large and cumbersome 
anchor warps would not fit around a 
capstan.  To overcome this a messen-
ger line (continuous loop of small 
diameter rope) was wound around the 
capstan and the anchor warp attached 
to it to allow the anchor to be 
weighed.  The people doing this were 
the powder monkeys (usually children) 
and they would “nip” the two ropes to-
gether, hence NIPPERS. 
 

Son of a gun – This alludes to the fact that when 
ships were in port women were allowed on-board, 
as you can imagine many children resulted from 
this, usually born in the lower “gun deck” hence 
son of a gun. 
 

Let the cat out of the bag – The cat o’nine tails 
was usually kept in a red silk bag, not being re-
moved until the punishment was about to be ad-
ministered.  Another familiar saying “not enough 
room to swing a cat” comes from the fact that ships 
had very low deckheads (ceilings) and so punish-
ment was usually administered above decks. 
 

Chock-a-Block, - Chock-a-block is an old Naval 
expression, meaning "Complete" or "Full up". It 

derives from the use of a hauling tackle - when the 
two blocks of the purchase were touching each 
other the lower one could obviously be hoisted no 
further, and so the work was completed.  Modern 
slang has corrupted the expression to "Chocker", 
meaning "Fed up". 
 

Port and Starboard - In the earliest ships there 
was no rudder and the ship was steered by a 

"Steer-board" (large oar or sweep) sited 
over the right-hand side of the stern; 
hence that side of the ship came to be 
known as the Starboard side. The other 
side of the ship was in consequence 
used for going alongside for embark-
ing or disembarking cargo through the 
'load ports'; the left hand side of the 
ship therefore became known as the 

"Loadboard" side, then "Larboard". As 
the use of this latter word inevitably 

caused confusion with the word Starboard, 
the word Port came to be used instead. 

 

Skipper - This word comes from the Dutch Schip-
per, meaning "Captain". It is used, as slang, refer-
ring to the Commanding Officer. 
 

Touch and Go - An expression commonly used 
to mean uncertainty. It is of maritime origin and 
refers to a ship touching the sea-bottom and then 
slipping off.  
 

Swinging the lead – To mean an easy job or do-
ing very little, comes from the days when a lead 
line was used to measure the depth, the person on 
the lead line had a relatively easy job compared to 
his companions working the sails etc.�
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PRIZEGIVING for the 2002 season 


